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2009 Officers  

President: Gus Sininger - Vice-President: Jerry McD onald – Treasurer: Doug Wohlgamuth 
Secretary & Circulation Manager: Jim Alvis - Member -at-Large: Wayne Laessig  

Appointees  

  
Webmaster:                    Bill Petrie 71 st SOS Coordinator:  Jim Alvis  
Next-of-Kin Locator:      In Memory of Jim Terry  17th SOS Coordinator:  Phil Wheatley 
Awards & Decorations:  Steve ‘Mac’ MacIsaac 18 th  SOS Coordinator: Everett Sprous & Bill Reffner, J r. 
Reunion X Coordinator: Bill Dudley  AC-47 Coordinat ors:  Al Sproul & Sam Tollett 
Chaplin:                           Larry Hunter  “T he Maintainers”:       Bob Farmer 
Newsletter Editor:            Tony Pakutinski  

 
This publication is issued by the AC-119 Gunship As sociation. Any use of the material in this newslett er is strictly prohibited 

without the expressed permission of the AC-119 Guns hip Association.  
�
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I had the great opportunity to attend the 18th FLTS Change of Command 
Ceremony on 12 June 2009. The outgoing Commander Lt Col Donald 
Peck III, made extraordinary progress in integrating the history of the 18th 
SOS with the 18th FLTS. His efforts have provided an excellent 
information link with the current force, has strengthened our efforts and 
motivation to reach new heights with the AC-119 Gunship Association. 
We will miss him, and always be thankful for his outstanding support and 
interest in our heritage. We are very lucky with the selection of Lt Col 
Kent Landreth, who has pledged continual progress of our commitment to 
the preservation of the history of the 18th SOS.  
 

A Pre-Reunion Cruise is a great way to extend your 
Reunion trip.  Bob Krueger coordinated a Pre-Reunion 
Cruise on the Carnival Cruise ship ‘Fascination’ 
departing Jacksonville (40 miles from St. Augustine) at 
1600 on September 19, 2009. It’s a 5 night cruise to 
Nassau and Half Moon Cay, returning to Jacksonville 
at 0800 on September 24, 2009. Total cost is $400 
/person for outside cabin, with $100 ship credit per 
cabin. Rates will be less if we book more than 8 cabins. 
If you have any questions, contact Bob at 
bobkrueger1@verizon.net or (717) 274-2991. To book 
this fun cruise, contact Bob or Lorie Haulk @ (800) 
819-3902 ext 85768 – tell her you’re with Bob’s group 
(refer to booking number 21C4N6 Albert R. Krueger)��

Rates as low as $591 is available for a non-refundable 
Ocean-View room on the Rivera deck.  
 �

Ok folks, time is short, so let’s get busy. With our 
Gunship Anniversary, History Book, Commemorative 
Rifle and Pistol set, and Col Tom Teal as the guest 
speaker, this will be a memorable reunion – again! 
Watch the deadlines for registration, history book 
ordering (if you want your copy at the reunion). I look forward to seeing you all in St. Augustine on 
September 24, 2009. Take care all, and see you in September.  
�

Gus Sininger, President 
AC-119 Gunship Association  

President’s Message  

 
71st Coordinator:   Jim Alvis  jralvis@indy.rr.com  317-846-4130 
17th Coordinator:   Phil Wheatley  philwheatley@comcast.net  302-629-9065 
18th Eastern Region Coordinator: Ev Sprous  c119gunner@yahoo.com 314-221-7385 
18th Western Region Coordinator: Bill Reffner  cbscruffy@clearwire.net 916-801-8779 
AC-47 Coordinator:    Al Sproul  fjrdriver@earthlink.net  512-388-2994 
AC-47 Coordinator:   Sam Tollett  runsbears@yahoo.com 757-766-3065 
Maintenance Coordinator:  Bob Farmer  hemibd@yahoo.com  765-427-6691 
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Reunion X – St. Augustine, Florida - September 24-2 7, 2009 
 

 

St. Augustine Reunion Keynote Speaker - Colonel Tom  Teal 
 
Colonel Teal is a one-of-a-kind Commander and leader of both our 17th SOS Shadows and 18th SOS 
Stingers.  He was the 17th SOS Fighting “C” Flight  Commander at Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Vietnam in 
1970-1971, as well as the 18th SOS Commander at DaNang Air Base, Vietnam in 1972-1973, flying over 
150 Shadow and Stinger missions. In March 1973, he was the last USAF Commander at DaNang and 
turned the base over to the South Vietnamese Air Force Commander. After assignments in B-17s, C-47s, 
C-124s, B-36s, and B-52s followed by staff and Command positions in multiple Squadrons and Wings, 
Colonel Teal retired with 33 years of service spanning World War II through Vietnam. Since St 
Augustine was where our aircraft began the transition from C-119 “Cargo and Troop Carrier” to AC-119 
“Gunship”, Colonel Teal will remind us of another transition each of us went through, aptly and simply 
described as:  

"We became Shadows; We became Stingers” 
 
 
 
�
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"We became Shadows; We became Stingers" 
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Reunion and Hotel registration is separate.  Call Hotel Registration at 800-569-8008 directly.   
 

Join us & reunite with old friends & meet new ones in historic Saint Augustine – where all of our AC-119s were 
converted from cargo C-119s to the AC-11G & AC-119K Gunship models we flew & worked on. Our Reunion 
theme is "We Became Shadows; We became Stingers". Reunion Coordinator is Bill Dudley. Your POC will 
send you Reunion registration forms or use the website. 

 

Hotel Registration: Historic Holiday Inn �at 1302 Ponce de Leon Blvd in St. Augustine, Florida. 
Reunion Room Rates: $109.00 per night, which includes all taxes plus two full breakfasts per day.  There are also 
Mini-Suites & Jacuzzi Suites for $119.00 per night. You must make your Reservations no later than Sept 1st, 
2009 to guarantee rates & room space by calling 1-800-569-8008. Ask for the Gunship Association Reunion 
block.  You can book to arrive as early as Sept 21st & stay as late as Sept 28th at the group rate.   
 
Reunion Registration: Reunion registration is ALSO now open, Registration Fee is $15 per person. 
 
Wednesday, September 23rd 2009: 6:00 p.m. - Hootch opens & will stay open through Sunday with snacks, wine, 
beer, sodas & water - No Charge to reunion attendees.  There is plenty of space for your memorabilia & pictures, or 
to visit with friends.  You can also pick up your pre-ordered History Book (there will be a limited number of extras 
for sale there).   Reunion registration includes a Free Trolley Pass during the Reunion to take you to downtown St 
Augustine & back. 

 
Thursday, September 24th 2009: 11:00 a.m. through 4:00 p.m. – Casino Cruise off the Florida coast.  $13 per 
person for this mid-day sail includes transport to & from the boat, free meal, & complementary beverages when 
gambling.  Buses will leave the hotel approximately 10:15 a.m. & arrive back at the hotel approximately 4:45 p.m.  
 
Friday, September 25th, 2009: 1:00 – 3:30 p.m. – Northup-Grumman tour - 6:00 p.m. Meet & Greet - $25 per 
person at the hotel: Menu: Roast Beef Carving Station, cold Poached Salmon, Meatballs, Chicken-Pineapple 
Brochettes, Spring Rolls, Spicy Wings, BBQ Wings, Finger Sandwiches, Fresh Fruit, Cheese Tray, Garden 
Vegetable Trays, Pretzels, Chips, & Dips.  Dress: Party Suit or Casual.  Cash Bar. 
 
Saturday, September 26th 2009: 9:00 – 10:30 a.m. – Membership Meeting –  
6:00 p.m. – Banquet Happy Hour at the Riverview Club: Dress: we encourage Party Suits if you can still get 
into it.  If not, coat & tie.  Cash Bar. 7 p.m. – Banquet Dinner $30 per person: Menu: Your choice of either Prime 
Rib au Jus, Chicken Marsala, or Grilled Salmon with Tossed Salad, Rolls & Butter, Potatoes, Green Beans, Dessert, 
Wine (2 bottles per table of ten), & Coffee.  Dress: Party Suit or Coat & Tie.  Cash Bar. 8:15 p.m. – Guest 
Speaker – retired Colonel Tom Teal, Commander of both 17th SOS Shadow & 18th SOS Stinger units. 8:45 p.m. – 
Association Awards & Raffles, including our Commemorative Rifle & Pistol Set (see website). 
 
Sunday, September 27th 2009: 9 a.m. – Golf Tournament at World Golf Village ($10 per person) with Golf 
Hall of Fame. 5 p.m. – Farewell BBQ, $20 per person at the historic Lighthouse Museum: BBQ Chicken & 
BBQ Sliced Roast Beef with Roasted Potatoes, Baked Beans, Cole Slaw, House Garden Salad, Pickle Tray, Fresh 
Bread, Seat Ice Tea, & Old Fashioned Lemon Bars.  Dress: Casual.  Cash Bar. 

See you in Saint Augustine!  Questions?  Check the web at http://www.ac-119gunships.com, or contact your POC 
or Bill Dudley at ANUDAY 00@AOL.COM or 904-806-4712. 
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This is your Reunion Registration Only! 

  
Name: (First, Middle Initial, Last):___________________________________________________ 
Are you an AC-119 Gunship Association member?  Yes ____  No ____ 
Years Served with Gunships: 19___ to 19___; 19___ to 19___ 
Squadron: 71st____17th____18th____other________Crew Position / Role:__________________ 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:_________________________ Email: ________________________________________ 
Spouse/Guest: (First, Middle Initial, Last):_____________________________________________ 
Additional Guests: (#) _____Name(s) ________________________________________________ 

Reunion Fee ................................................................... ... # attending ____ X $15 = $________ 

Yes!  I / We will attend: 
Thursday Casino Boat Trip with Sun Cruz   # attending ____ X $13 = $________  
Northup-Grumman Tour     # attending ____ X NC = $    no cost    
If taking tour, Employer or Retired from:_________________________         US Citizen (Y/N) _____ 

·  Friday Night Meet & Greet                                     # attending ____ X $25 = $________ 

·  Saturday Night Banquet  
o Prime Rib au Jus     # of meals _____ X $30 = $_____  
o Chicken Marsala     # of meals _____ X $30 = $_____  
o Grilled Salmon      # of meals _____ X $30 = $_____ 

·  Sunday Morning Golf Tournament (To Be Announced)  # playing ______ X $10 = $_____  

·  Sunday Afternoon BBQ      # attending _____X $20 = $_____ 
NOTE: For special meal needs, contact Bill Dudley at ANUDAY00@AOL.COM or 904-806-4712 

 

Check #:_________ Total Payment:  $___________ 

After filling-in this page, PRINT IT OUT & mail it.   If you’re filling it out on the website, it will not save your 
information (you need to print your completed page then mail it to): 

Make check payable to “AC-119 Gunship Association” 
 

Doug Wohlgamuth, Treasurer 
AC-119 Gunship Association 

504 Shea Place 
Sun City Center, FL 33573 

 
Questions?  Check the web at http://www.ac-119gunships.com or call Doug at 813-938-7176 or 813-781-5728 or e-
mail him at Busch791@msn.com mailing this page with your payment completes your Reunion registration, you 
still need to contact the hotel direct for your Hotel registration!  See the Reunion X Info sheet for details. 

 
Cancellation Policies 

• Reunion Registration cancellations on or before September 1st - refund or donation as requested. 
• Reunion Registration cancellations after September 1st - we have to pay hotel “guarantees”, so no refunds (but talk to us if 
there are special circumstances like family emergencies or losses). Hotel Registration cancellations: if you cancel after their 

minimum 48-hour notification, you may still be charged. 
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Gary Totten, Bill Cunningham, Bob Mundle and Marty Noonan all 17th 
SOS Shadow Pilots got together with our wives, in February 2009 for a 
two week cruise from Singapore to Shanghai with stops in Bangkok, 
Sihanoukville, Cambodia (Kampong Som), Ho Chi Ming City (Saigon), 
Na Trang, Da Nang, Vietnam, Hong Kong and a couple other stops in 
China. We chose this particular itinerary since it had stops in Cambodia 
and Vietnam. We were all based at TSN with the 17th SOS in 70 and 71.  

  
The cruise ship docked on the 5th morning in Sihanoukville, Cambodia, which is on the SE coast of 
Cambodia. It was very interesting to set foot on Cambodian soil after all the Shadow Missions overhead. 
The people all seemed to be very happy and content. The standard of living is very evidently the lowest in 
SE Asia. We all said we would like to do a ground trip to Ankor Wat, Phnom Phen, Kompong Chong and 
other spots we flew over. 
 
The next day we arrived in Vietnam, docking on the Mekong River about 1.5-hour drive from Ho Chi 
Ming City. We hired a private van and headed into Saigon! We left our wives Kathy Totten, Penny 
Cunningham, Cheryl Mundle, and Sandy Noonan shopping in downtown while we four intrepid aviators 
sought out a way into Tan Son Nhut AB. Our hired a driver tried a few different gates but the young 
AK47 wielding guards didn’t speak English and did not care about a group of old Gunship pilots trying to 
find old Shadow Ops! Our driver did not desire to approach the armed guards or try to get on the base.  
 
The base is now surrounded by buildings built right up to the perimeter. No visual on anything that looked 
familiar, but we did find a “Museum of the American War” and had our pictures taken in front of a 
captured A-37 Dragonfly fighter. A couple of Vietnam ball caps later we joined our wives in downtown 
and treated them to a Bin Tang Beer or two. 
  
Na Trang was a delight with beautiful beaches, excellent food and even a fleeting glimpse of the old Air 
Base. Da Nang’s highlight was Marble Mountain and China Beach. 
  
The Vietnamese people were very friendly and most youngsters spoke pretty good English. Not too many 
of the Grandmothers remembered us, but we got a lot of grins and waves. They all seemed to know we 
were veterans of the American War. It was interesting to see all the street vendors selling US military 
hack watches, ID tags, lighters, emblems, aircraft parts and instruments all at inflated black market 
prices.  Tons of stuff from our time period.  
  
We got back on the ship and Google Earthed the base and discovered most of the buildings as we knew 
them are either totally gone or unrecognizable. Shadow Ops is gone but the revetments near the approach 
end of 25L are still in place but appear not to be in use. Overall, it was a wonderful trip with many “War 
Stories” of Cambodia and Vietnam augmented by bottles of wine and food each evening onboard the 
Royal Caribbean ship. 
  
Article Submitted by, 

���������	�	�
�
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Hello from California! We hope you are looking forward to the next reunion in St Augustine, Florida as 
much as we are! It will be a great place to get together with old friends, & make new ones as well! 
We also can’t wait for this year’s raffle. The Association uses the raffle donations to help defray reunion 
& other costs that we don’t charge you for, such as helping the families of those we lost in SEA to attend, 
our great ‘Hootch’ refreshments, the Newsletter, the AC-119 Gunship models that are given to our guest 
speakers, videoing your “stories” at reunions, postage, etc. 
 
Raffle contributors have a hard act to follow last year’s beautiful, unique, & generous donations.  The 
patriotic flag quilt shown above, so beautifully crafted by Judy Alvis fetched a handsome bid, & now 
hangs proudly in the home of Karen Graves.  One of my personal favorites was a small picture of 
Benjamin Franklin (on a hundred dollar bill)!  Other raffle items included gift baskets, throws, boxes of 
hand-stamped greeting & holiday cards, copper scorpions, lithos signed by everyone attending the 
reunion, “Stinger” wine & T-shirt, & teddy bears – singing & non-singing! 
 
This year we have another very special raffle item - a Commemorative rifle & pistol set made by Ron 
Soderquist that includes the names of the brothers lost in SEA engraved on the barrel. (See description on 
next page).  We will also be raffling a 30” flat panel TV, since we always rented one for the reunion, 
buying & raffling one instead seemed like a good idea. 
 
So, I encourage you to consider bringing a raffle item - click those knitting needles, or even buy gift 
cards.  Your donations for the raffle are very much appreciated.  Please remember that the lucky winner of 
your prize may need to take it home on a plane, & those airlines are so darn picky now about what we can 
take on board.  If you bring an item, please give it to our reunion registration folks when you pick up your 
packet at the reunion so we can ‘display’ them in the Hootch.  
Questions?  Call or e-mail me at 707-447-3548 or llaessig@yahoo.com 
�
�
Thank You!  

�	�����
����
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�
�
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The Best Reason to get raffle tickets?  - We will not show this picture again - ever! 

�
Name:_____________________________________________________________ 

 
Address:____________________________________________________________ 

 
City:________________________ STATE:_______ZIP:__________ ___________ 

 
E-Mail:________________________ Phone:(    )_________ ____________  

Total Tickets:_______________ Total Donation:____________ 

Make Checks payable to: "AC-119  GUNSHIP ASSOCIATION  COMMEMORATIVE  RAFFLE" 
Send to:        Doug Wohlgamuth, Treasurer 

AC-119 Gunship Association 
504 Shea Place 

Sun City Center, FL 33573 

(813)-938-7176  

bush791@msn.com 

 

The Rifle is a 22 (long rifle) caliber built on a Ruger Model 10/22 action, with a custom laminated Boyds Stock, SS Bull Barrel, 
Action Tuned Trigger, bipod, and 4 reticle Halo Sight that will group three shots in ½ inch at 50 yards. The stock is black to signify 
our night missions, the receiver is silver signifying our wings and medals, the barrel is red to signify the blood we lost in SEA, the 
names of our brothers lost in SEA, are engraved in the barrel, and the Association coin is embedded in the rifle’s stock. Pistol is a .22 
caliber 10 shot Ruger “Tactical Solutions” Model with a similar color scheme. �
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AC-119 GUNSHIP HISTORY BOOK 
ORDER DEAD-LINE IS AUGUST 1, 2009 

 
News Flashes 1 & 2 

�

Twenty pages of the History Book are devoted to our  Special Operation Squadrons and 
the AC-119 gunships. Of the 224 bio/stories/photos of Shadows and Stingers, 66 are 
pilots, 43 navigators/sensor operators, 13 flight e ngineers, 18 illuminator operators, 42 
gunners, 34 maintenance troops (includes crew chief s), and 8 support personnel. 
Following are some quotes from the AC-119 Gunship H istory Book:  
 
In the book, find out about the following: 
 

·  What pilot took-off with an engine on fire 
·  How much beer did a gunship crew destroy by inadvertently launching a flare over the Bien Hoa AB 

BX 
·  What was it like scanning for AAA or a 57mm 
·  What navigator radioed the Cambodian ground commander, “Too many clouds in sky, cannot see” 
·  What were the perils faced by gunship flight line maintenance during rocket attacks 
·  What was it like having to bailout of a gunship   
·  Which Shadow crew flew a 6.0 hour TIC mission 
·  Which crew mistakenly flew into North Vietnam 
·  Which crew claims to have destroyed the greatest number of Water buffalo/Elephants  
·  Which Stinger crew claimed a record 39 trucks in a single mission 
·  What were some of the imaginative ways aircrew and ground crews got their jobs done 
·  Which navigator took his Sanyo refrigerator along on a combat mission 
·  Which FE flew 220 gunship combat missions 
·  What happens when someone opens the smoke ejector door during a combat mission  
·  Who were the mechanics that ran for cover during a rocket attack while carrying a box of live ammo 
·  Which Stinger crew reported being targeted by a North Vietnamese MiG near Ban Ban, Laos  
·  Which Shadow crew was buzzed by a MiG-15 during a daylight mission over Cambodia 
·  Which AC-119 Gunner became the first enlisted sensor operator in the AC-130 gunship 
·  Who was the pilot that flew as an AC and IP in the C-119, AC-119G and AC-119K 
·  Which IO secretly disengaged the autopilot every 20 minutes during a ferry flight to the Philippines 
·  Which Shadow pilot flew 210 combat missions 
·  Who was the new crewmember that jumped in a sewage ditch during a rocket attack 
·  What was the "Giant Voice"  
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News Flash #3 

IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO, ORDER YOUR COPY NO W! 

·  We diverted into Ubon with the navigator hanging out the forward door talking to the tower on his 
survival radio (Pilot) 

·  I’d adjust the carburetor with the engines running, we would have been given a court martial and 
put in jail if you had ever gotten caught doing this stateside (Crew Chief) 

·  I strapped myself to the inside of the aircraft fuselage and hung outside the gunship in the slip 
stream to poke a broom handle into the stuck flare tube while the Illuminator Operator pushed the 
flare forward from behind (Navigator) 

·  John had safely gotten out, but came back for me still in the burning wreckage amid explosions 
from live ammo, flares, and fuel (IO) 

·  We counted at least 20 hits in the aircraft, starting just aft of the NOS position and ending at the 
vertical fin, had I not leaned forward to check the #1 gun, I’d be another casualty (Gunner) 

·  We lost a recip engine while starting to orbit Khe Sanh. Thank heavens for the jet engines! We 
ramped them up to full power and began dumping fuel and ammunition (Pilot) 

·  I will never forget the fear in the voice of our ground contact when I expressed my worry about 
firing so close to his position. His answer was: “We will be dead either way, but, at least, if you 
fire, we have a chance of surviving!” (Navigator) 

·  We were going out to service an aircraft … All of a sudden the blacktop was exploding in front of 
us, then came a big boom (Maintenance) 

·  Most exciting mission by far was my last AC-119K mission, bailing out of Old 839  (IO)  
·  The flare blew as it left the launcher, slamming Walt Hamm's arm back against the aircraft (Pilot) 

 
 
 
 

Order your book before the August 1 deadline, send a check or  
money order for $50, payable to: 

 
“AC-119 Gunship Association History Book Fund ” 

 
Doug Wohlgamuth, Treasurer 
AC-119 Gunship Association 

504 Shea Place 
Sun City Center, FL 33573 

 
 

USE THE ORDER FORM ON PAGE 11 
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 AC-119 GUNSHIP HISTORY BOOK  ORDER FORM  
     Shadow                          Stinger 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“In Memory of Our Lost Brothers” 
 
 
 

Name:  _________________________________________________________ 
 

Mailing Address:  ________________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip:    _________________________________________________ 
 

Phone #: Land Line _____________________Cell Phone_________________ 
 

E-Mail Address:  __________________________________________________ 
 
 

AC-119 Gunship History Book  -  Number of Copies  x  Price per Copy =   Total___ 
 

                                                                   ________        X        $50              = $________ 
�

To order your book, send a check or money order payable to: 
 

 “AC-119 Gunship Association History Book Fund”  
 

Amount - $50.00 each  
 

Send to: 
 

Dough Wohlgamuth, Treasurer 
AC-119 Gunship Association 

504 Shea Place 
Sun City Center, FL 33573 

�
�
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   August 28, 1943 — June 13, 2009 

Jim lost his battle with cancer at David Grant Medical Center at midnight on June 13. He was born in Albuquerque, 
N.M., but was raised in Texas. He joined the U.S. Air Force in 1960 and retired in 1981. Except for the year in 
Vietnam on the 119 gunships, his years in the Air Force were spent as a flight mechanic on 141’s, during which 
time he traveled the world. After retiring from the Air Force, Jim worked for Chevron for 15 years as a machinist, 
retiring again in 1996. Most recently, he worked part time at Scandia repairing small engines. He spent many years 
coaching little league and Babe Ruth baseball in Fairfield as well as directing Boy Scout Troop 252 as a 
scoutmaster. He was very active in VFW Post 2333 of which he had just been elected post commander. The last 
few years have been spent traveling with his wife and enjoying many cruises. 
 

 

 
 

   July 26, 1950 – June 14, 2009  

 
Daniel Raymond McDuffie, 58, Oakford, passed away at 9:45 p.m. Sunday, at the Veteran’s Hospital in 
Indianapolis. He was a disabled Vietnam veteran, who flew 157 combat missions and received numerous medals. 
He was born, in Harlan, Ky., to Daniel B. and Mae (Collins) McDuffie; Laurel, Miss. Daniel graduated from 
Kokomo High School in 1969, and graduated from Jones County Junior College in Ellisville, Miss., in 1976. He 
was an inventor and worked for Howard Industries in Laurel, Miss. He also worked at Thomas Design, 
Engineering, and Delco Electronics in Kokomo. He enjoyed building dune buggies, raising and training dogs and 
was a NASCAR and football fan. Daniel had a love for life, family and friends that was beyond measure and he 
will be greatly missed by all who knew him. 

Jimmy “Jim” Terry  
17th SOS maintenance, Tan Son Nhut & Phan Rang, 1970-19 71 �

Daniel Raymond McDuffie 
18th SOS Ariel Gunner, NKP & Da Nang, 1971-1972 �


