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 PPPRRREEESSSIIIDDDEEENNNTTT’’’SSS   MMMEEESSSSSSAAAGGGEEE   

 
Hello Gunshipers! 
 
I’m back once again and I must say it is my pleasure and privilege to serve as your 
president of the AC-119 Gunship Association.  I want to thank you all for your 
confidence in me.  I hope I can live up to your expectations and keep this fine 
association going.   
 

As you know we just finished up with our Reunion X in St. Augustine, Florida.  First, I want to thank Joe 
Boles, Mayor of St. Augustine; Mark Miner, St. Johns County Commissioner; and Major General Gerald 
Maloney (Ret.) for their support in St. Augustine. I especially want to thank Bill Dudley, Reunion X 
Coordinator, for putting our Anniversary Reunion together, it was fantastic. Most importantly, I want to 
thank Colonel Tom Teal (Ret.), 40th Anniversary Guest Speaker. Col Teal did an outstanding job of 
bringing us together, and reminding us of who we are, and what we accomplished in SEA. His 
perspective of the most critical time in Gunship History, as Squadron Commander for the 17th & 18th 
Special Operations Squadrons, is featured in this Newsletter. The pictures in this issue show the spirit of 
Reunion X, and our hearts will always hold the memories. Well Done!  
 
Our History Books were delivered to the hotel on Thursday afternoon, in time to give out the long awaited 
book. I certainly want to recognize, commend, and thank Larry (Doc) Fletcher, and Ralph LeFarth, for 
their outstanding dedication to get our stories published, and to Reunion X in time. Please let us know 
how you feel about the book by email, or letter, to any Board Member. We want your inputs. 
 
As a member, you can help support and improve the Association by attending Reunions when you can, 
contacting and enlisting new members, making suggestions and communicating with your Association 
Board Officers.  Your current Board Officers are working together to maintain our standards while 
preparing for our next Reunion XI.  Reservations have been made in Fairfield, CA. Mark your calendar 
now, SSSeeepppttt eeemmmbbbeeerrr    111777---222111,,,   222000111000, your Hotel Reservations must be completed NLT   NNNLLL TTT    AAA uuuggguuusssttt    111444ttt hhh !!!    Plan 
to reunite with fellow warriors, buddies both old, new, ground, and flight crews who share the common 
bonds of the Gunship Brotherhood. 
 
Last thought: Serving on the Board is an honor and a huge responsibility, and I have loved each event I 
have been on the Board for, and sometimes not so much! But, overall Board Service is one of the greatest 
things you can do for all of us.  Please think about filling one of our All-Volunteer roles next year – not 
just as a Board Member but those who contribute their time contacting people, keeping records straight, 
coordination for many items needed to keep the Association on the straight and narrow. Bottom line - we 
need Volunteers. Future success of the AC-119 Gunship Association depends on your involvement. 
 
As we enter Reunion XI preparations, program updates and forms will be available through our 
Newsletter, and links will be established on our Website. Wayne Laessig has a powerhouse of a get-
together planned. So enjoy this issue of “The Firing Circle”, keep up as events develop, check out the 
Reunion X ‘Hot-Wash’ in the next few pages, and I look forward to seeing you all in September. 
Congratulations to Jim Dunn, Winner of the Rifle & Pistol Set, enjoy the pictures! 
 
Gus Sininger 
AC-119 Gunship Association, President 
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                                                              Larry Fletcher                                                                                     Gus Sininger 

Respectfully Submitted,                                Doug Wohlgamuth                   Jimmy Ward                                           

James R, Alvis, Secretary                                                     Jim Alvis                  
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������������������������������������������ ����      CCooll   TToomm  AA..  TTeeaall ,,  UUSSAAFF  ((RReett ..))    
Dear Gus, 
 
I would like to thank you, the officers and members of our Gunship Association for your many courtesies, 
kindnesses and Great Spirit of comradeship that were extended to my family and me during the recent 
Reunion at St. Augustine. The Reunion theme, “We became Shadows; we became Stingers” was exactly 
what happened to us in combat and continues today. There still appears to be a Gunship closeness and 
spirit that has further developed down through the years. It is that feeling of brotherhood that makes this 
organization unique when compared to the other reunions, military and civilian that I have attended since 
retirement. 
  
I would also like to thank you for the remarkable gifts of two AC-119 Gunship models that are superb in 
detail and in every visible aspect. I will see these models every day and be reminded of courageous and 
generous Shadows and Stingers and our AC-119 Gunship Association. You have made this old Shadow 
and Stinger very proud indeed.  
 
Until we meet again, may your lives be healthy, your disappointments few, and peace and tranquility hold 
you and yours in their arms forever. 
 
 
Tom A. Teal 
Colonel, USAF (Ret.)  
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 Reunion X ‘Hot-Wash’  

Hotel Registration: Historic Holiday Inn �at 1302 Ponce de Leon Blvd in St. Augustine, Florida. 
Wednesday, September 23rd 2009: 6:00 p.m. - Hootch opens.  
Thursday, September 24th 2009: 11:00 a.m. through 4:00 p.m. – Casino Cruise off the Florida coast.   
Friday, September 25th, 2009: 1:00 – 3:30 p.m. – Northup-Grumman tour - 6:00 p.m. Meet & Greet.  
 

Too many great pictures, so little room! This Newsletter features 
the ‘Hootch’, and Friday Night’s Meet and Greet.  Saturday’s 
Banquet pictures and highlights will be featured in the March 
issue of “““ TTT hhheee   FFFiii rrr iii nnnggg   CCCiii rrr ccclll eee””” , If you have pictures from the 
Reunion, you’d like to share, please email them to me for posting 
in The Newsletter. Pakman03@gmail.com.  

 
 

                                                                                        
                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

������� � ����� �

    Jim Dunn, 18th SOS Navigator, 71-72. 
         The Winner of the Rifle & Pistol Set.�
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 MEMOIRS OF AN OLD SHADOW AND STINGER COMMANDER IN V IETNAM 

1970-1973  
����������	�
���	���	
�������������

�

It has been 36 years since this story began at Saigon with the Shadow Gunships and a remarkable group 
of mostly young men. For the Stingers in DaNang, a string of 35 years has flown by for an equally 
remarkable group of young men. What links these two groups of Gunshipers? I link them because I was 
lucky enough to be Commander of Fighting C Flight for a year and then nine months later as Commander 
of 18th SOS, Det 1, stationed at DaNang, until the UN monitors verified our departure on 29 March 1973. 
 
After all these years, why am I writing these memoirs now? Some former Shadows at Saigon have 
expressed a desire to know more about the background to what happened there. Call it natural curiosity 
about events that affected their lives and memories of those events that seem to grow more important as 
time goes by. Make no mistake about the Vietnam War. It changed all our lives, particularly if we were 
young and it was the first war we faced our own mortality. I believe that the Stingers will also appreciate 
the background information to events at DaNang that occurred during the long year of duty there. 
 
What I am not writing these histories/memoirs for is to toot my own horn or to justify decisions I made or 
did not make. I just thought it might be useful in this informal format for you to see your experiences 
from a different viewpoint. I hope that you agree, and that this presentation finds you and your families in 
good health and spirits. 
�

SHADOW GUNSHIPS AT SAIGON AND DISTANT PLACES 
April 1970 - April 1971 

�

This is the way I remember my year with Fighting C Flight. When I arrived by Shadow Gunship fro 14th 
Special Operations Wing in Phan Rang, I found a relaxed flying unit that was not flying a lot. Seventh Air 
Force Headquarters operations orders called for an aircraft and crew on ground alert with launch, if 
needed, by that headquarters. That mission fitted in with C-Flight’s location of operations and 
maintenance facilities near the end of the prevailing runway. The building we occupied was a large air-
conditioned facility powered by a dedicated electrical generator on site. There were also five protected 
aircraft parking revetments adequate for the five AC-119s assigned to the Flight. There was even a room 
equipped to sleep the alert crew until needed. I pulled alert a couple of nights and never launched which is 
not a good way to keep a unit sharp and motivated.  
 
When I became commander a short time later, I went over to visit Seventh AF operations and made a 
strong case for flying two sorties a night, one early and one late night. What this plan did for 7th AF was 
to have a Shadow Gunship airborne, in radio contact, that could be used for troops in contact or other uses 
such as to check out locations that had lost radio or telephone contact with their headquarters. What this 
did for C Flight was to get us airborne, doing what we had been trained to do and a big plus, we learned 
methodically the geographic features and working conditions of our area of responsibility. We also 
learned to fly in the changeable weather conditions of that part of the world. Our Fragmentary Order was 
changed by 7th to flying each night and 14th SOS supported it wholeheartedly. One interesting event 
happened on an early night sortie. We were sent to investigate possible bad guys deep in Four Corps area 
down in the swamp where the Mekong has several branches empting into the seas. As we flew over the 
area at app. 1500 feet altitude, we saw a large campfire with people scurrying around it. All of a sudden, 
the hostiles opened fire at us with rifles but did no damage. Since we had no clearance to fire on that 
position, we reported the contact and position back to 7th and continued the remaining time for our flight.  
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 Clearance to fire was a continuing problem unless we were sent to a Troops in Contact (TIC); then the 

ground force commander there cleared us to fire around the perimeter or on specific locations, which he 
marked for us. Other Shadow crews had similar events happen to them, which were to prepare us for what 
was to come, as our mission was to change with no warning.  Note: I was informed later that there had 
been over 10,000 TIC’s defended by Gunships in S. E. Asia and that none of the locations had ever been 
overrun as long as a Gunship was overhead. That’s good stuff! 
�

I was sitting in my office one Sunday afternoon, smoking my pipe, when our mission was changed 
drastically. The secure phone rang and the DCO of the 14th SOW said that our mission was to provide 
Shadow Gunship coverage over Cambodia day and night, 24 hours a day. Stress to all your people that 
this is a highly classified mission and no radio or communications of any kind will mention Cambodia. 
Now how many sorties a day will it take to keep coverage over Cambodia? I said initially six sorties a day 
should be suggested to Seventh AF with Shadows flying 4.5 hours, which we have been doing. That 
would leave a thirty-minute gap between sorties over Cambodia but could be made up as necessary by 
launching the next sortie thirty minutes early. For six sorties a day, we will require five more aircraft with 
seven more crews, and assorted maintenance and parts. The DCO said that he would pass that information 
to Seventh AF and the DCM will be in touch. The DCM called and said he agreed with the ten aircraft for 
six per day or thirteen for thirteen for eight sorties per day. Then our detailed planning started. 
�

To Be Continued - Part II will be featured in the March Issue of “““ TTT hhheee   FFFiii rrr iii nnnggg   CCCiii rrr ccclll eee””” . 
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Our 2010 Reunion XI theme is “Next stop, Vietnam”, not because it was part of a popular song back 
then by Country Joe McDonald - but because almost all of us departed the States from Travis or 
McChord AFB.  It was where we transitioned from life in the states to life in SEA.   

Be sure to read �����������	���

��	�����
�����
���� in upcoming newsletters for info on: 
 
 Reno Casinos and shows; Lake Tahoe; Yosemite; Monterey Bay; Jelly Belly Factory Tours; San 
Francisco Bay; Golden Gate Bridge; Chinatown; Ghirardelli Square; Bay Ferry rides; Redwood 
groves; Old Sacramento; Railroad Museums; Budweiser Brewery; Travis AFB and McClellan 
Museums; and plenty of great wineries in Napa, Solano, Sonoma, Amador, and El Dorado counties. 
�

Reunion XI Activities: We will hold our normal Friday night Meet and Greet; Saturday morning 
Membership Meeting with concurrent Ladies Meeting; Saturday Night Banquet; Sunday morning Golf 
Tournament; and Sunday afternoon Farewell BBQ. 

The Hootch opens Wednesday, September 15th with the standard free beverages and munchies – it is 
our primary place to informally visit with old friends, meet new ones, buy a T-shirt or other AC-119 
merchandise, and display pictures and paraphernalia. 
�

Reunion Hotel Info: HHH ooottt eeelll    RRReeessseeerrr vvvaaattt iii ooonnnsss,,,   cccaaalll lll    ttt hhheee   HHH iii lll ttt ooonnn   GGGaaarrr dddeeennn   III nnnnnn   FFFaaaiii rrr fff iii eeelll ddd   bbbeeegggiii nnnnnniii nnnggg   000444   JJJaaannnuuuaaarrr yyy,,,   aaattt    111---
777000777---444222666---666999000000,,,   bbbeee   sssuuurrr eee   ttt ooo   aaassskkk    fff ooorrr    ttt hhheee   fff ooorrr    ttt hhheee   AAA CCC---111111999   GGGuuunnnssshhhiii ppp   AAA ssssssoooccciii aaattt iii ooonnn   GGGrrr ooouuuppp   RRRaaattt eee...   TTT hhheee   hhhooottt eeelll    iii sss   lll ooocccaaattt eeeddd   
jjj uuusssttt    ooofff fff    III nnnttt eeerrr sssttt aaattt eee   888000   bbbeeettt wwweeeeeennn   SSSaaannn   FFFrrr aaannnccciii ssscccooo   aaannnddd   SSSaaacccrrr aaammmeeennnttt ooo,,,   aaattt    222222000000   GGGaaattt eeewwwaaayyy   CCCooouuurrr ttt ,,,   FFFaaaiii rrr fff iii eeelll ddd,,,   CCCAAA    999444555333333...      
 
You can book to arrive as early as Sept 13th and stay as late as Sept 20th at the Reunion rate of $114. 
To guarantee this rate, which includes free full buffet breakfasts, you need to make your hotel reservations 
NNNLLL TTT    AAAuuuggguuusssttt    111444ttt hhh.  After that, we cannot guarantee room availability.  You can cancel up to 24 hours 
prior to your arrival date, without incurring fees or cancellation charges. 

 

Reunion Room Rates:  $114 per night, with tax, the final room rate is $127.68.  There are a few 
adjoining rooms (first come first served).  Our group rate includes full buffet breakfasts. Room 
amenities include Internet, fridge, coffee/maker, microwave, and use of the pool and fitness center. 

 • Airport options:   

·  San Francisco (SFO) airport is large, 45 miles south of Fairfield.  Often, better rates.  If you go 
through San Francisco, you might want to go over the Golden Gate Bridge, but expect to add 30-45 
more minutes for the drive to Fairfield. (See Note) 

·  Oakland airport (OAK)  is 45 miles south of Fairfield.  Sometimes, better rates.  Same as San Francisco. 

·  Sacramento (SMF) airport is 45 miles north of Fairfield.  Commute traffic is usually not a factor, with 
about a 45-minute drive to the hotel anytime.  Rates can be higher, but it’s the easiest to get to-from 
Fairfield.  

·  Reno (RNO) airport is the farthest at about 145 miles northeast of Fairfield.  If you plan Reno Casinos 
or shows, or Lake Tahoe, it’s a good choice the drive is about 3 hours and the scenery is beautiful.  

 

NNNooottt eee:::    III fff    uuusssiii nnnggg   SSSFFFOOO   ooorrr    OOOAAAKKK ,,,   bbbeee   aaadddvvviii ssseeeddd   ooofff    wwweeeeeekkkdddaaayyy   cccooommmmmmuuuttt eee   ttt iii mmmeeesss,,,   000777000000   ttt ooo   000888333000   &&&    111666000000   ttt ooo   111888000000...   
TTT hhheee   ttt rrr aaafff fff iii ccc   ttt uuurrr nnnsss   aaa   444555---mmmiii nnnuuuttt eee   dddrrr iii vvveee   –––   iii nnnttt ooo   aaa   222   hhhooouuurrr    jjj ooouuurrr nnneeeyyy...   
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 TTThhheee   RRReeeuuunnniiiooonnn   RRReeegggiii sssttt rrr aaattt iii ooonnn   fffooorrr mmm   wwwiii lll lll    bbbeee   iii nnn   ttthhheee   nnneeexxxttt    NNNeeewwwssslll eeettt ttteeerrr    aaannnddd   wwweee   wwwiii lll lll    pppuuuttt    aaa   

RRReeeuuunnniii ooonnn   RRReeegggiii sssttt rrr aaattt iii ooonnn   lll iii nnnkkk   ooonnn   ttthhheee   wwweeebbbsssiii ttteee   sssoooooonnn...   

   
 

Projected Reunion XI Agenda 
Wednesday, September 15th 
6:00 p.m.: Hootch opens and will stay open through Sunday with snacks, wine, beer, sodas and water No 
Charge to reunion attendees.  There is space for your memorabilia and pictures, or to visit with friends. 
 
Thursday – September 16th 
12:00 pm – 7:00 pm: Winery and Poker Run.  We’ll set up visits with 5 local wineries for free tasting, 
plus you pick a card from a poker deck at each.  At the last winery, there will be dinner and everyone 
gets to play their “best” poker hand from the cards they drew.  Highest hand wins first choice from a 
table of prizes; next best hand gets next choice, etc.  A car-pool “designated driver” event.  Price TBD. 
 
Friday – September 17th 
9:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.: San Francisco Tour.  We plan to charter a bus to get you there and back in time 
for the Meet and Greet.  You will cross the Bay Bridge and be within walking distance (or you can take 
the famous San Francisco Trolley) of Ghirardelli Square, the San Francisco Wharf, and historic 
Chinatown.  On the return trip, you will cross the Golden Gate Bridge with a quick stop at the overlook 
for pictures.  Buses will leave the hotel approximately 9:00 a.m. and arrive back at the hotel 
approximately 5:30 p.m.  You will have about 6 hours in “the city.”  Price TBD. 
 
6:00 p.m.: Meet and Greet $28 per person in the hotel. 
Menu: Carved Beef Station, Swedish Meatballs, Chicken Wings, Cheeses, Garden Vegetable Trays, 
Mini-quiches, and fresh baked Cookies/Fudge Brownies. Dress: Party Suit or Casual.  Cash Bar 
 
Saturday – September 18th 
9:00 – 10:30 a.m. – Membership Meeting with concurrent Ladies Meeting, both in the hotel 
6:00 p.m. – Banquet Happy Hour in the hotel 
Dress: we encourage Party Suits if you can still get into it.  If not, coat and tie.  Cash Bar.  
7 p.m. – Banquet Dinner in the hotel, cost of $35 per person includes 2 bottles of wine per table. 
Menu: Your choice of either: 

• Sliced Filet of beef w/Jack Daniels peppercorn sauce  
• Chicken Picatta w/lemon and wine sauce 
• Grilled Salmon w/orange soy sauce 

 
8:00 p.m. – (We’ve Requested) the Air Force Band of the Golden West 
8:20 p.m. – Association Awards and Raffles 
 
Sunday – September 19th 
9 a.m. – Golf Tournament (location TBD) $10 per person.  Green fees are separate. 
5 p.m. – Farewell BBQ - Brisket & Chicken with baked beans, cornbread, salad, cole slaw & dessert. 
Cost of $30 in the hotel. Dress: Casual.  Cash Bar.  
 
Questions?  Contact Wayne Laessig at (707) 592-4492 or Qadvocate@sbcglobal.net 
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Doug Wohlgamuth, Treasurer 
AC-119 Gunship Association 

504 Shea Place 
Sun City Center, FL 33573 

AC-119 Gunship History Book 
Order Form 

 
“Our book seems to cover every aspect of the AC-119  Vietnam 
experience.  Personal accounts of guys, who flew gu nship missions, 
and including those of maintenance and other suppor t people, 
highlight the good, the bad and the ugly of operati ng has-been 
aircraft in less than desirable conditions while fl ying highly 
important missions.  The little known history of AC -119 gunship 
operations, missions that provided an important tac tical piece to the 
Vietnam puzzle, is fully exposed in our History Boo k.  Our book will 
be immediately valued by those who served and will become more 
valued by those who inherit the book down through t he ages”. 
  
“Needles to say, I treasure my copy of our History Book”. 
  
Chuck James    

17th SOS    ‘A/C’ 
�

� ��=� ? ���<%� �

If you ordered a History Book, you should have it by Christmas – if not – check with your local post office. 


